
10 Proven Tips to Improve Your CAT Exam 
Percentile



Why Your CAT Exam Percentile Depends on Strategy

• Improving your CAT exam percentile requires more than studying for longer hours. The 
exam tests how effectively you understand concepts, manage time, select questions, and 
maintain accuracy under pressure. A well-planned approach to CAT exam preparation can 
help you identify weaknesses, strengthen important topics, and steadily improve mock-test 
performance.

• Whether you are starting your preparation or trying to improve an existing score, the right 

strategy can make a significant difference.

• Use the following 10 tips to make your study time more targeted and your practice more 

effective.
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1. Start With a Realistic Assessment of Your Current Level

• Take a diagnostic mock under actual exam conditions before changing your plan.

• Review overall score, section-wise performance, correct/incorrect answers, unattempted

questions, time spent, and repeated weak topics.

• This gives you a clear baseline for a more targeted CAT exam preparation plan.
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2. Prioritize High-Impact Topics

• Focus first on concepts that frequently appear and offer realistic opportunities to improve 
accuracy.

• Quant: arithmetic, algebra, geometry, number systems. VARC: reading comprehension and 
verbal reasoning. DILR: set selection and approach.

• Build fundamentals first, then progress toward challenging questions.
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3. Take CAT Mock Tests Regularly

• Mock tests show whether your preparation is translating into performance.

• After every mock, identify wrong answers, conceptual gaps, time-consuming questions, 

questions you should have skipped, and topics needing more practice.

• Keep a record of recurring mistakes and review it regularly.
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4. Focus on Accuracy Before Increasing Attempts

• More attempts do not automatically produce a higher percentile.

• Learn to distinguish between questions you can solve confidently, questions that need more 
time, and questions better left unattempted.

• Build accuracy first, then gradually increase speed.
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5. Develop Section-Wise Time Management

• Make time management part of your CAT exam preparation—not an exam-day afterthought.

• Practice different approaches for VARC, DILR, and Quantitative Aptitude during timed tests.

• Do not spend several minutes on one difficult question when easier scoring opportunities remain.
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6. Practice Previous-Year CAT Questions

• Previous-year questions reveal question styles, difficulty levels, recurring concepts, and common 

traps.

• Do more than solve them: analyze why the question works and revisit questions you struggled 
with.

• This makes preparation more focused and exam-oriented.
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7. Strengthen Your Weakest Section

• Your weakest section can affect your overall performance and sectional percentile.

• Diagnose whether the issue is conceptual understanding, question selection, calculation speed, 
passage comprehension, set selection, or careless mistakes.

• Use targeted practice instead of simply spending equal time on every topic.
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8. Maintain an Error Log

• Record important mistakes from practice and mock tests.

• Categorize errors as conceptual, calculation, misreading, incorrect assumption, time-

management, or question-selection mistakes.

• Review the log regularly and target repeated errors.

GoFillForm • CAT Exam Preparation 11



9. Practice Under Exam-Like Conditions

• Use timed sectional tests and full-length mocks without distractions.

• Follow the same time limits and delay solution-checking until the test is complete.

• This builds concentration, decision-making, confidence, and familiarity with the CAT exam 

environment.
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10. Stay Consistent With Revision and Practice

• Consistency is more valuable than occasional intensive study sessions.

• Maintain a sustainable routine covering concept learning, question practice, mocks, mock 
analysis, revision, and error-log review.

• As the exam approaches, shift more time toward revision, timed practice, and full-length mocks.
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Conclusion

Improving your CAT exam percentile requires strategic preparation, consistent practice, and 
continuous performance analysis.

Build strong fundamentals, analyze mistakes, improve question selection, and develop a 
reliable exam-day strategy. Small gains in accuracy and time management can contribute 
significantly to overall performance.

GoFillForm provides exam-related resources that can complement a structured CAT 
preparation strategy and help learners plan their competitive-exam journey.
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